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Abstract 

 Human Rights roles title card in all political, social and anthropological discussions. It 

is the debatable topic in debates. Technological advancement in the society, financial 

economics leads the society in search of human rights and violates it. In many countries, 

human rights have violated in the forms of race, religion, caste. In India castes role major part 

in violating human rights. Women’s rights an integrated part of human rights are also 

questionable in the society. Industrial revolution and other revolutions, slavery and 

imperialism conquest lead,violating human rights in different forms Literature considers, as 

the reflection of society, it is writers’ duty to portray the social evils through their works. Jeet 

Thayil, as an eminent poet reflects the human rights in his collection “These Errors Are 

Correct”. This collection consists of personal expressions, but he scattered human rights in 

this collection of poems, this paper probes human rights and its violations in his collection. 

The title of this collection,ironically satirises the social errors, human errors and personal 

errors.          
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“Human Rights is a universal standard. It is a component of every religion and every 

civilization”      (Shirin Ebadi, Noble Laureate) 

 It is factual to quote human rights is the basic rights for each individual in this world, 

but today human rights are dumbfounded in the names of caste, religion, race and politics. 

Our constitution quotes the fundamental rights of the every citizen; they are right to equality, 

right to freedom, right against exploitation, right to freedom of religion, cultural rights, 

educational rights and the right to constitutional remedies.  

 Literature is the reflection of society and expressions connected with the human 

feelings and emotions. It considered as reflections of life and society. Human rights consider 

as the subject of universal but its solidarity and sovereignty are in hazardous. India, the land 

of democratic, socialist and sovereign republic, but in the case of human rights it is in cogent.    

 The literarian’s prime duty is to declare the evils in the society. Human rights and its 

violations are regular in day-to-day life and it has become a burning topic in the social arena 

today. In India, socialism fails and communalism rises and bestowed on the people of India. 

Jeet Thayil portrays  

                             This is Bodh Gaya where leaf less 

                              tree gives more shade than 

                              a house .To grow, all 

                              you need is cruelty... 

                                                     (3, NOT REMEMBERING) 

  These lines mean that Gaya is the  place where Lord Buddha attain enlightenment and 

preached the principles of life, he compares the land of India as Bodh Gaya where 

humanitarian decreases and cruelty arises in the form of religion, castes. 
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  Money considers as an important tool to violate humanism and human rights in the 

society.  It restores imperialism of big shots against the middle class and poor people. It 

considers as a weapon to destroy happiness, individualism, relationships and friendships. It 

changes the people into slaves and they have worked  for it.  

 Money was a consideration. Some worked like dogs/for it, some worked against it.  

                                                                                          (6, NOT REMEMBERING)  

  Individual freedom and his/her rights loses its ground when they become senior 

citizens, the society hatreds them and disrespects shown to them and they have to depend on 

their children or others. 

 

                           Because he is old and unsure/ he counts on your faith in images... 

                                                                                 (7, POEM WITH PREDICTION)   

 Women have treated as man’s subordinate in the society and slaves to them to obey 

their orders without independence and she has done every moment in her life with 

permission. It has portrayed as 

            

                         ..... by her husband who wants her to watch 

                               Watch from behind the screens     

                               As he decides a man’s life. They will dim. 

                                                                       (36, THE MINATURE) 

 Human rights barricaded by religion; the majorities crushed the minorities and 

hurdled them from the society. Thayil valiantly quote he calls himself in a religious name 

rather than another religion. 

  I call the days by their Hindu / names and myself by Christian one  

                                                                                 (33, SPIRITUS MUNDI) 
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 Imperialist conquest and colonialism collapse the nativity and their culture. The 

imperialist language has imposed on the colonised people unwillingly freedom to culture and 

language and education become dependent on the imposed language and make compulsion to 

destruct human freedom and individuality. 

                                             a child’s repeated  ‘I don’t want’ 

                                                                  (78, MIGRATION) 

      In his Sublingual poem, he quotes how a language disappears due the domination of 

another language, it develops man to communicate each other but it ceases the other language 

to grow, 

                        Miracle-no other word for it--     

                                                                 (85, Sublingual)  

 

 In India Independent learning is abstained, the traditional way of examinations and 

outdated syllabi, fails in research and development made does not think broad, and 

punishments given in the school if a boy or a girl indulge them in the learning process 

without independent thinking and not permitting them for their  independent actions,  

                              Who has done this? 

                                 Schoolboys, drained of 

                                    ............................. 

                                  ... learning the  

                                 fundamentals of blood 

                                 sacrifice as the correct... 

                                                    (40, CUT TO BITS BY THE SICKLE MOON)   
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     The difference between rich and poor has been portrayed in his collection, these lines 

forecasts the modern inequality, luxurious and comfortable life of human beings make 

discrimination in the society and violation of human rights takes place.     

                          The cripple and his Inner Riches, 

                            pictured in the  near windows 

                           of aspectless  houses, of TV noise... 

                                                            (78, MIGRATION)  

 The migrants and refugees are the major sufferers in this world abstain from their 

rights and other facilities, violation of human rights are more than comparable  to others 

Thayil pictures this        

                         ... showing past 

                         houses and a house and it’s 

                         not that he wants a place 

                         at their table, but a moment to rest. 

                                                           (78, MIGRATION)  

       Refugees’ problems, theirs internal feelings and their sufferings have portrayed through 

the poem  

                  How did we know to go to obey? 

                 How did we come to be refuges, 

                Our house hold scattered, an eastward breeze 

                                                                (95, FLIGHT) 

 

           Problems of the labourers have portrayed by Jeet Thayil, he points out that Labourers 

are the labourers until the end, they are given the chance to come up in their lives. 

                            ... question his refusal 
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                           to be the master, 

                           ask why when he puts his oar in the lake  

                           he asks the water...    

            (61, THE BOATMAN) 

           In another poem  

                        ... your blood, used for firewood / to light the open road to a river  

                                                         (99, BIG YELLOW MOON LIKE) 

 Human rights and humanatarian disappear in the society, all runs behind the money, 

wealth and status. These destroy all human relationships  

 Leap tall buildings in a single bound?/ forget you buddy I leap years, avenues 

                                                          (52, SUPER POWER)  

 

 Human rights areconsidered as one of the burning topics in the modern world and it is 

questionable topic in all debates, as a writer, as a citizen of this country Jeet Thayil portrays 

the Indian society and  the treatment of human rights in India in his collection with his 

personal and public feelings.  
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